
JHS UTEC Scholars Summer 2019 Placement: 

The remaining rising 11 rising sophomore scholars are participating in summer opportunities as 

peer mentors for the SLAM students.   

Scholars      

Rising Juniors 

Summer Internships Mentor 

Khiara Lee Food, Energy and Water 

Security Summer 

Experiences for 

undergraduates (REU) 

Mississippi State 

University  

Chanaka Navarathna  

PhD student in the chemistry department 

  

Deja Pegus Collaborative Learning 

and Integrated 

Mentoring in the 

Biosciences  (CLIMB 

UP) 

Buffalo, NY 

Dr. Jessy Alexander, Ph.D. 

Research Professor 

Department of Medicine 

Jacobs School of Medicine & Biomedical Sciences 

 

Destinee 

Bledsoe 

Collaborative Learning 

and Integrated 

Mentoring in the 

Biosciences  (CLIMB 

UP) 

 

Buffalo, NY 

Laura Feltri MD 

Professor 

University at Buffalo Jacobs School of Medicine and 

Biomedical Sciences 

Kennadi 

Johnson 

Mississippi IDeA 

Network of Biomedical 

Research Excellence 

(INBRE) 

Dr. N.  Krishnan, Ph.D.   

Associate Professor in the Department of 

Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, Entomology and 

Plant Pathology. 

 

Rising 

Sophomore 

Scholar 

Summer Internship  Mentor 

Jamie Bozeman Leadership Alliance First Year 

Research Experience Summer 

Program 

Howard University 

Dr. Joanne Allard 

 



Mississippi State 

University 

Levell Williams Ronald McNair 

University of 

Mississippi, Oxford 

Dr. Kathleen Wickham 

Professor of Journalism 

 

Germya 

Bradley 

Ronald McNair 

University of 

Mississippi, Oxford 

Dawn E Wilkins 

Chair And Professor Of Computer & Information 

Science 

 

Kaitlyn Powell NIH National Institutes 

of Health College 

Summer Opportunities 

to Advance Research 

(SOARS) 

National Institute of 

Child Health & Human 

Development, NIH, 

Bethesda 

Mr. Jancarlos Camacho, a postbac  

 

Cedonia 

Thomas 

National Institutes of 

Health College Summer 

Opportunities to 

Advance Research 

(SOARS) 

NIH, Bethesda 

Jasmine Manalel, PhD 

Post-Doctoral IRTA 

 

Teryn Railey Mississippi IDeA 

Network of Biomedical 

Research Excellence 

(INBRE) Research 

Scholars Program 

UMMC 

Dr. Kedra Wallace 

Obstetrics & Gynecology, Neurobiology &Anatomical 

Sciences 

 

LaShon Webb Mississippi IDeA 

Network of Biomedical 

Research Excellence 

(INBRE)MS Research 

Scholars Program 

My Brother’s Keeper 

Antwan Nicholson 

 



Kingsley 

Nwaokorie  

Seattle Children’s 

Hospital 

Melvin Smith (former JHS Scholar/Tougaloo 

Graduate 2014/MPH Brown University 2016). 

 

 

                        

Rising Senior 

Scholars 

Summer Internship  Mentor 

Justin Coleman The American Heart Association 

Summer Undergraduate Research 

Experience  

Boston University School of 

Public Health 

Ludovic Trinquart 

Assistant Professor of Biostatistics 

 

Samuel Graves Advanced scientific visualization 

for medicine, astronomy, and 

geoscience 

Brown University 

Tom Sgouros  

Research Associate in Computer Science 

 

Kadriana 

Armstrong 

Food, Energy and Water Security 

Summer Experiences for 

Undergraduates (REU) 

Mississippi State University  

1. Jonathan Belanich, Doctoral Candidate 

(Primary Mentor) 

    Biology Department 

2. Abby Jones, Graduate Student 

    Biology Department   

Jamease 

Williams 

2019 International Institute for 

Nanotechnology Research 

Experience for Undergraduates 

(REU)  

Northwestern University 

Kirsten Viola 

Department of Neurobiology 

Ally Kessee Army Educational Outreach 

Program College Qualified 

Leaders Program 

Engineering Research & 

Development Center 

US Army Corps of Engineering 

Vicksburg, MS   

Dr. Afrachanna Butler 

Research Physical Scientist 

Environmental Laboratory   

Jazmine Baylor American Heart Association 

Promoting Academic Excellence 

with Community Engagement and 

Reach Multicultural Scholars 

Program 

Vanderbilt University  

Dr. Elaine Shelton 

  

Hastings 

Williams 

Leadership Alliance  

 Brown University 

Dr. Mark Johnson 

Associate Professor of Biology, Graduate 

Program Director for the Molecular 

Biology, Cell Biology, and Biochemistry 

Graduate Program 



Akire Harris American Heart Association 

Supporting Undergraduate 

Research Experiences (SURE) 

Vanderbilt 

Björn C. Knollmann, M.D., Ph.D.  

Director, Vanderbilt Center for Arrhythmia 

Research and Therapeutics (VanCART).   

Division of Clinical Pharmacology 

Faren White Mississippi IDeA Network of 

Biomedical Research Excellence 

(INBRE)  

JSU 

Dr. Clement Yedjou  

Natural Chemotherapeutics Research 

Laboratory 

Justin Giles Food, Energy and Water Security 

Summer Experiences for 

Undergraduates (REU) 

MSU 

Dr. Gwaltney, Ph.D. 

Center for Environmental Health Sciences,    

Caleb Cooper Mississippi State University   Neeraj Rai 

School of Chemical Engineering 

Assistant Professor/Principal Investigator 

 


